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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
July 30, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

A special meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Andy 

Rorie.  In Attendance: Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg 

Hesse, Fire Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Lonnie Rash, District Secretary Carol Trescott, 

members of the public and members of the District.  

  

INTRODUCTIONS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The purpose of the special meeting was for discussion regarding the Spokane Regional Emergency 

Communications (SREC) system.  

 

Chief Nielsen introduced SREC’s new Executive Director, Lori Markham; and, SREC’s Fire 

Operations Manager, Brad Kane. 

 

Chief Nielsen stated Resolution 2019-5 was prepared by Brian Snure.  The Chief said Snure is 

encouraging fire districts to sign the resolution in conjunction with the Service Level Agreement.  The 

resolution establishes the facts that the City is in substantial breach of the current CCC ILA and it 

gives latitude to the Fire Chief to sign the SLA, which is the formal written agreement with SREC.  

The resolution also provides official notice to the City of Spokane regarding the agency’s desires.  

Chief Nielsen said the Board may also opt to authorize the Fire Chief to sign the SREC Service Level 

Memorandum of Understanding which would extend service to September 30th.  Legal counsel has 

recommended agencies move forward with adopting the resolution and signing the SLA so that they 

can begin to unwind the CCC and distribute any funds or equipment that are determined to belong to 

those who contributed to it, or at minimum, establish what each member’s share is if the decision is 

made to leave it as is. 

 

Discussion followed on staffing levels at SREC and the CCC.  Lori Markham said as of Thursday, 

August 1st SREC will be fully staffed and capable of covering employee vacation and sick leave 

without assistance from the City.    

 

Jay Wilkins, president of Local 3711, suggested exploring what the City can offer in dispatch services.  

He said there may be an ability to work with the City to see if there is something mutually beneficial 

for both the District and City Dispatch.   

 

Chief Nielsen said the City has been pretty clear that they will not dispatch for anyone but the City 

and was not aware if contracting with them would be a possibility.  If the District were to sign the 

MOU SLA, which is a temporary measure, it would give us until September 30th to approach the City 

to see if they would entertain contracting with us for dispatch services.  Depending on their response, 

we would them come back and sign another SLA to take us past September 30th, or potentially enter 

into some type of negotiations with the City.  Chief Nielsen said every fire department with the 

exception of District 9 and District 8 has signed the SLA to join SREC. 

 

Commissioner Hesse said the City has been less than cooperative in the process and he did not think 

he would support that option. 
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Lori Markham said the Provider Board consists of a representative from the Inland Empire Fire 

Chiefs, the EMS Council, Spokane Valley Fire, the Sheriff, Liberty Lake Police Chief, Spokane 

Valley Police Chief, and the County CEO.  She said the Board is setup to take suggestions from the 

Fire Operations Group and the Law Operations Group.  Both groups are to bring any issues or 

concerns to the Board if financial support is needed.  Operational level issues are decided by the 

Operations Groups. The intent is that the Fire Operations folks make decisions affecting fire and the 

Law Operations folks make decisions affecting law. 

 

On the technology side, Ms. Markham said there were initial discussions of moving to the New World 

CAD system but that decision will be made by the Fire Operations Group.  When they began looking 

at the system they came to the realization that New World is not even close to having the same level of 

service that we have today.  SREC has said they do not need it for now and will not look at it until 

New World is in a better spot.  She said they took into consideration that District 8 really likes their 

MDC program, and that District 4 likes the system that they have.  The contract supports those 

services and any changes made will create interfaces to support those systems.   

 

Adam Villard said his main concern is that current auto aid with the City and the Valley is not harmed.  

He said he feels like the system is going backwards and wants the best service for our citizens.   

 

Commissioner Hesse said he had the same concerns but was assured auto aid would not be affected.  

 

Commissioner Boling recommended signing the MOA in order to provide a test period. He asked that 

other options be explored as suggested by Wilkins and that a recommendation be brought to the Board 

by the September 10th meeting.  

 

Lori Markham said she is confident in the level of service the District is receiving. 

 

Commissioner Rorie said he was fairly confident as well and glad to see the people SREC has and the 

changes that have been made.  He also acknowledged the concerns people may have and felt taking 

extra time to address them would be beneficial.   

 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To adopt 

Resolution 2019-5, termination from participation in the CCC.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To authorize 

the Fire Chief to sign the Service Level Agreement Memorandum of Understanding with SREC.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Rorie requested a follow up report be prepared for the Board at the August meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse: Move to 

adjourn the special meeting at 6:23 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

_____________________________________ 

              Andrew V. Rorie, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


